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Revised Intensive Archaeological Survey with Preliminary Archaeological Reconnaissance of 
Feeder Roads and Adjusted Main Alignments of Maryland Route 2-4 from Maryland Route 
264 to the Northern Approaches of the New Patuxent River Bridge.

Orr, K.G. and R.G. Orr1984

John E. Harms, Jr., and Associates, Inc.

Orr and Son, Consulting Archaeologists

This report describes the findings of a Phase I survey for the 
proposed realignment and dualization of the MD Route 2/4 
corridor. The study area consisted of a roughly 17 km (11 mile) 
stretch of the route. Improvements to the roadway would result in 
significant impacts to any archeological resources within the 
project corridor. Because the highway project was publically 
funded, the SHPO requested that Phase I survey be conducted.

See below for remaining research questions at 18CV175.
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Project Justification:

-Locate and examine all areas of potential impact to archeological 
resources within the highway project corridor.
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Research Potential:
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Archeological Reconnaissance and Testing: Maryland Route 2/4 Corridor, Calvert County, 
Maryland.

Hurry, S.D., M. Kavanagh, and D.C. Curry1987

the Maryland State Highway Administration

Division of Archeology, MD Geological Survey

Johns Hopkins University

This report describes the findings of a re-survey (Phase I) of 
selected portions of the previously examined Maryland Route 2/4 
corridor and subsequent Phase II testing of two identified 
resources. The study area consisted of a circa 17 km (11 mile) 
stretch of Maryland Route 2/4. A highway improvement project 
was underway calling for the realignment and/or dualization of the 
route, which would result in significant impacts to any 
archeological resources within the project corridor. Because the 
highway project was publically funded, the SHPO requested that 
Phase I survey be conducted. Surveys were carried out in 1974 
and 1980, however, the SHPO questioned the sampling strategies 
employed and concluded that the survey coverage had been 
inadequate. Thus, the subject resurvey and subsequent Phase II 
testing were initiated in 1984.
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While 18CV175 has reasonably good integrity, there are many examples of far better preserved 19th century sites in Calvert County. Taken together, the 
integrity, research potential, historical significance, and the site scarcity suggest that 18CV175 is not a significant site under criteria for listing on the 
National Register. Additional archeological research at the site was not recommended and the site may have been destroyed during construction of the 
improved highway.

In general, The Johns Creek Cabin site (18CV217) was found to be a significant archeological resource, eligible for the National Register, based on its 
representativeness of a relatively rare, yet culturally important, entity: the 19th century country store. Nonetheless the Phase II testing sufficiently addressed 
the site’s research potential and no further work was recommended. The highway project moved forward and, consequently, the site may have been 
destroyed.


